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Across

1 Just about copes with 
hard-bitten journalists (5)

4 French leader starts to 
justify orders allowing no 
pointless comedy (4,2,3)

9 How Spooner keeps 
openers smelly (7)

10 Pass over partnerless 
officer (7)

11 The old art college in 
Ontario, for instance, 
makes stuff fit for the 
patisserie (5,4)

12 Dramatis personae 
include musical craftsman 
(5)

13 Between you and me, 
new farm policy allows 
maxima to be breached (6)

15 Avenger lacking heart 
remains inside, hidden 
away (7)

18 Round on quiet one as 
devotee covers Bowie song 
(7)

20 Following greeting, 
magician may say this very 
quickly (6)

24 Sequence regularly 
interrupted by old English 
siege (5)

25 Battle in a place where 
spirit is put to the test? (9)

27 Gracious artist 
following friend to city of 
antiquity (7)

28 Redknapp finishing by 
being insulting about the 
Spanish opening phase (7)

29 Assign part to the 
Italian capital, half 
destroyed in final battle (9)

30 Devious to overlap with 
America in naval battle (5)

Down

1 Musical flower of France 
I leave for siege (8)

2 Battle to do with salad, 
reportedly (5)

3 Republican comes in to 
foment support (7)

4 A month in pre-war India 
turns up predator (6)

5 Soldiers protecting nice, 
scatty old people (8)

6 Private soldier tilts siege 
(7)

7 Prohibitionists holding 
beer removing British glass 
coolers (9)

8 Siege about to start: oh 
dear - one must get inside 
(6)

14 Presumably future king 
has no right to hold up 
public transport in priestly 
clothes (9)

16 Everything high quality, 
on top-class lines? Hardly! 
(3,2,3)

17 Nothing irrational about 
rows in battle (8)

19 Time to abandon thin, 
very troubled king who lost 
the war (5,2)

21 These go extremely fast 

when pendants change 
hands (7)

22 "Romeo" in Subject: 
line (6)

23 Apple of the Ring 
Fellowship (6)

26 You, you, and you hold 
hands in central Australia 
(5)


